Eastern State Penitentiary Merit Badge Packet
Virtual Scout Day: Architecture Merit Badge

Greeting Scouts!
Thank you for signing up to participate in Eastern State Penitentiary Historic Site’s virtual Scout
Day, which will help you earn your Architecture Merit Badge. To complete this badge, you will
participate in five fascinating programs featuring members of the historic site’s education and
conservation team designed just for the Boy Scouts of America!
Our team will help you understand the international significance of Eastern State Penitentiary,
explore the fascinating profession of conservation, and reflect on the complicated role of prison
architecture in our criminal justice system. Although this program is not taking place at Eastern
State Penitentiary Historic Site, we are here to help you. If you have any questions or need any
more resources to help you complete your merit badge requirements, email
mm@easternstate.org. If you are local to Philadelphia, we hope you will consider visiting in
person for a self-guided tour.
Instructions:
Each virtual session is designed to satisfy at least one requirement for the Architecture Merit
Badge. We recommend that you keep your badge packet (this PDF or this Google form) in front
of you during the sessions as the session leader will discuss information relevant to a badge
requirement.
After attending our virtual programs and completing all other badge requirements
independently, please submit your completed badge packet. The packet can be submitted via
Google form or printed and emailed/mailed to -Eastern State Penitentiary Historic Site
Attention: Virtual Scout Day
2027 Fairmount Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19130
mm@easternstate.org

Please copy an adult caregiver or scout leader if submitting via email.
An Eastern State Penitentiary Historic Site merit badge counselor will review your answers and
contact you via email with any questions or comments and to approve your virtual blue card.
Please submit responses within two weeks of the virtual event and allow 1-2 weeks for a
response from Eastern State Penitentiary staff. Historic site staff are certified through the BSA’s
Cradle of Liberty Council.
Contact Information - Name: __________________________________________________
Contact Information - Email:__________________________________________________
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(Complete Before Scout Day)
Requirement 1a:
Walk through your neighborhood and list the different types of buildings you see. Try to
identify buildings that can be associated with a specific period of history or style of architecture.
Make a sketch of the building you find most interesting. Session 1 will begin with a discussion
of everyone’s neighborhood walk and building sketch. You can share your sketch by taking a
picture and uploading it via Google Form or by sending it in with your badge packet
submission email. Answer the following questions:
●

Do you know what kind of style this building is? What features make it stand out for
you?

●

When do you think your building was built? What makes you think that?

●

Tell us why you chose this building!
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Session 1 (10:00am - 11:00am)
Requirement 1b:
Eastern State was an architectural achievement that had a major impact on society. Answer the
following:
●

How did Eastern State change incarceration?

●

Where can we see Eastern State's influence in our world today?

●

Do you think Eastern State changed the world for the better? Why or why not?
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Session 2 (11:15am - 11:45am)
Requirement 3b:
After learning about the building of Eastern State and construction projects in the museum
today, answer the following:
●

What factors did the builders consider when selecting the materials used in the
construction of Eastern State?

●

How did architectural style and building materials change throughout the prison’s
history?

●

What are the major construction projects happening inside of Eastern State today? How
do they impact the historic building and its operation as a museum?
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Session 3 (1:00pm - 1:45pm)
Requirement 2a, 2b, 2c:
A scout pledges to “be conservation minded.” After attending session 3, answer the following:
●

Define the term "sustainable architecture." Identify three features typical of green
buildings.

●

What is architectural conservation? Identify three core principles of architectural
conservation.

●

Discuss why some buildings are conserved and others are not. How are conservation
decisions made? Who makes them?

●

Why was Eastern State Penitentiary, an abandoned prison in the middle of a major city,
saved from demolition and turned into a museum?

●

Name one of the unique challenges that Eastern State conservators face.
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Session 4 (2:00pm - 2:45pm)
Requirement 5:
You will meet with professionals who design and preserve historic buildings. Answer the
following questions based off of this session:
●

Which profession interested you the most? Why?

●

Which profession do you think you would excel at? Why?

●

Based on what you heard in this session, what are the steps to joining the profession of
your choice?
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Session 5 (3:00pm - 4:00pm)
Requirement 4:
You will learn how Eastern State’s design continues to influence prison architecture today,
discussing if those influences are positive or negative. Additionally, you will think about the
ethical concerns surrounding single-cell and surveillance architecture during Eastern State’s
history and in prisons today. Answer the following after completing the session:
●

Name at least one ethical concern related to designing a building meant for solitary
confinement.

●

Do you think architects should refrain from designing spaces related to solitary
confinement and capital punishment? Why or why not?
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(Complete After Scouts Day)
Requirement 4:
After the completion of the day, measure and draw a scaled illustration of a space you frequent.
(Bedroom, Living Room, etc.) Neatly label your drawing with the following: your name, the
date, what room you drew, and the scale of the drawing. (Drawing scale: 1⁄4 inch = 1 foot). You
can share your sketch by taking a picture and uploading it via Google form or by sending it in
with your badge packet email.
●

How did your room choice compare to a scale drawing of an Eastern State cell?

•

List three of the ethical issues around prison architecture you discussed.

●

What do you think are important factors for a prison architect to consider?

