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Post-Visit Activity #1: Review

Grades:  5-12

Now that you have visited Eastern State Penitentiary, test your memory about what you learned!  If there is something you cannot remember, or that your tour guide did not mention, research the answers online at http://easternstate.org/learn.

1. How many years was Eastern State Penitentiary open? _____________________

2. What does the word “penitentiary” mean? _______________________________

3. What is the outside of the building supposed to look like? ___________________

Why? ______________________________________________________

4. What made the building so amazing?  What did it have that the White House did not have? _________________________________________________________

5. What is special about the center of the building? ______________________

6. How many cellblocks were in the original plan? ___________________________

7. How many inmates were supposed to be in a single cell? ____________________

8. What was each cell supposed to have that the cells on the second floor were missing? __________________________________________________________

9. Name one type of work that inmates did in their cells. ______________________

10. What did inmates in the 1800s wear on their heads when they were outside of their cells? ______________________ Why? ____________________________

11. Why did Eastern State move to the “congregate system” in 1913? ____________ 

_________________________________________________________________

12. What is the “congregate system?”______________________________________

13. Name one type of work that inmates did together. _________________________

14. Name two popular sports at Eastern State Penitentiary. _____________________

_________________________________________________________________

15. Describe one escape. ________________________________________________

16. How many inmates escaped and were never caught? _______________________

17. Were female inmates ever at Eastern State Penitentiary? ____________________

18. Why was Al Capone sent to Eastern State Penitentiary? ____________________

19. Why did Eastern State Penitentiary close? _______________________________

_________________________________________________________________

20. What was one thing people want to turn the building into (besides a museum)? _________________________________________________________________

21. Why is Eastern State Penitentiary important in history? _____________________

_________________________________________________________________
