[image: image1.png]EASTERN STATE
PENITENTIARY



 

Post-Visit Activity #2: Debate

High School Level

Now that you have visited Eastern State Penitentiary, it is time to do some more research and pick a side!  When Eastern State Penitentiary first opened in 1829, the Pennsylvania System was brand new, and its founders thought it would be the “cure” to crime.  At the same time, the Auburn System was developing.  A rivalry developed, and both sides put out pamphlets saying their system was better.  Imagine that it is 1860, and you have to support one of these systems.  Which will it be?

Your teacher will decide whether you will choose a side to debate, or create a pamphlet for one of the systems.  Use the following links, books, and questions as your guide for research.
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Questions to Consider:

1. What was the Pennsylvania System (the system of punishment at Eastern State Penitentiary)?

2. What was the Auburn System (the system of punishment at the Auburn Prison)?

3. What are the similarities and differences between the two systems?

4. What are some advantages of the Pennsylvania System?

5. What are some advantages of the Auburn System?

6. What are some disadvantages of the Pennsylvania System?

7. What are some disadvantages of the Auburn System?

8. With the information you gathered in mind, if you lived in 1860, which system would you choose?  Support your choice.

